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A fundamental part of ODON (Optimum Design of Observational Networks) is the construction of a ‘proxy’ ocean, which will be regarded as a representation of the actual conditions in the Baltic and the North Sea. This ‘proxy’ ocean will be obtained by running the ocean models (HIROMB and COHERENS) for a one-year period using met-forcing data, boundary conditions and initial fields of the highest possible resolution and quality. To enable this, a large dataset consisting of data collected in 2001 has been assembled for the model initialisation, forcing, assimilation and validation. The database contains SST data, T/S profiles, river runoff, boundary conditions, wave data, sea level data, and high-resolution (1 nm) bathymetry.

The presentation will describe the various stations, sections and platforms from which data have been obtained, together with information on temporal and spatial properties of the data.

Acknowledgments. This work is partly supported by the European Commission under the Fifth Framework Programme. The project is ODON (Optimal Design of Observational Networks), Contract No.\ EVK3-2001-00218.

